Bio-diesel boost
for railways, road
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New Delhi: Railways has de-
cided to power a fleet of 4,000
locomotives with alternative
fuels such as bio-diesel in an
attempt to move towards a
cleaner environment and de-
creasedependency on diesel.

Theroad transportminis-

try toohas claimed it will de- -

cide onapprovingany engine
that uses such fuel, within
three monthsfrom the date of
filing an application seeking
ago-ahead.

Announcing the railway
ministry’s move at a conven-
tion organized by the Bio Die-
sel Association of India (BAI)
on Wednesday, minister Sa-
danand Gowda said: “Rail-
waysisthesinglelargestbulk
consumer of diesel in the
country and as mentioned in
railway budget 2014-15, it will
start using bio-diesel up to
5% of the total fuel consump-
tion in diesel locomotives.”
He added this will save for-
eign exchange substantially.

The national transporter

., consumes over two billion

litresof dieselayearandfoots
abillof over Rs 15,000 crore.
Road transport minister
Nitin Gadkarialsosaid while
his ministry is pushing for
moreuseof cleanand domes-
tically-produced fuel, he will
take up the issue of allowing
bio-diesel producers to sell
their produce directly to bulk
consumers in India. At pre-
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sent, only 20% of bio-diesel
produced in Indiais sold here
and therestisexported.

“The rural development
ministry is preparing a de-
tailed plan for productive uti-
lization of waste land by allo-
wingboth edible and non-edi-
bleoilseeds,” Gadkarisaid.

BAI president Sandeep
Chaturvedi said thereisare-
striction on selling clean fuel
tobulk consumers. ‘“Allowing
direct sale of bio-diesel can
helpsave up to Rs 420 crore of
foreign exchange spent on
buyingcrude,” headded.




